Cotton swabs were used to collect two specimens each from 416 patients (206 males, 210 diazyme but negative culture result were recalled for repeat testing.
Chla,nvdia tracho(natis may be the most common agent of sexually transmitted disease and causes a clinical spectrum of disease paralleling that of Neisseria gonorrhoeae (1, 4) . In recent years, substantial progress has been made in streamlining the methodology required for the inoculation, incubation, and examination of cell cultures required for the cultivation of these organisms in the laboratory (8) . Present- ly, detection of chlamydial inclusions in cell cultures requires staining techniques which are generally performed 40 to 48 h postinfection. Immunological techniques for detecting chlamydial infection have been, for the most part, directed toward assays for chlamydial antibodies (11, 12) . Immunofluorescence techniques have been used to identify chlamydial inclusions in ocular and genital scrapings (3, 6) . More recently, fluorescent monoclonal antibody to C. triaclhomatis has been used to identify C. trachomnatis elementary bodies in genital smears (9) . Detection of C. tracloimatis antigen by radioimmunoassay or enzyme immunoassay has been described (2, 10) , but these procedures have not been applied to detection of antigen in clinical specimens.
We evaluated an enzyme immunoassay kit procedure requiring only 4 diazyme but negative culture result were recalled for repeat testing.
Specimens. Two swabs were selected from each patient. For males, a cotton swab (American Scientific Products, McGaw Park, Ill.) was inserted 3 to 5 cm into the urethra, placed into the collection tube, and extracted into 0.1 ml of Chlamydiazyme Specimen Storage Reagent. A second urethral swab was obtained as described above, except that it was extracted immediately into 1 ml of 2SP transport medium. The entire swab was then discarded.
For women, two sequential endocervical specimens were obtained with a cotton swab; the first was inserted into the Specimen Storage Reagent-containing tube and the shaft of the swab was broken and discarded. The second swab was extracted in 2SP and the entire swab was discarded. All specimens were stored at 4°C and transported to the laboratory within 12 h of collection.
Immunoassay of Chlamydiazyme assay. Before the enzyme immunoassay was performed, 1 ml of Chlamydiazyme Specimen Dilution Buffer was added to each tube containing a swab specimen.
The tubes were incubated at room temperature for 10 min and then placed in a Multivortex Unit (Scientific Manufacturing Industries, Emeryville, Calif.) for three 15-s cycles. The liquid was then expressed from the swab by pressing and rotating the tip of the swab against the side of the tube. The swab was discarded. confidently exclude C. trachomatis in the differential diagno-sis of a sexually transmitted disease when the Chlamydiazyme test is negative (Fig. 1) . Overall, Chlamydiazyme assay provides for a rapid (4 h), sensitive, and specific assay for the detection of chlamydial antigens.
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